Meeting Facilities


codyg
Typewritten Text
Meeting Facilities


2011 Redistricting Public Meeting Locations

Minority Groups Outreach Meeting

Peoria City Hall
8401 W. Monroe Street
Peoria, AZ 85345

Monday, 1/24/11
11:00 -1:00 p.m.
Council Chamber

Acacia District

Peoria City Hall
8401 W. Monroe Street
Peoria, AZ 85345

Wednesday, 1/26/11
6:00 -7:00 p.m.
Pine Conference Room

Pine District

Sun Valley Elementary School
8361 N. 95th Avenue

Peoria, AZ 85345

Main Phone: 623-412-4825

Wednesday, 1/26/11
7:30 -8:30 p.m.
Library

Palo Verde District

Oasis Elementary School
7841 W. Sweetwater Avenue
Peoria, AZ 85381

Main Phone: 623-412-4800

Monday, 2/07/11
5:00 -6:00 p.m.
Library

Willow District

Oakwood Elementary School
12900 N. 71st Avenue
Peoria, AZ 85381

Main Phone: 623-412-4725

Monday, 2/07/11
6:30 -7:30 p.m.
Library

lronwood District

Desert Harbor Elementary School
15585 N. 91st Avenue

Peoria, AZ 85382

Main Phone: 623-486-6200

Wednesday, 2/09/11
5:00 -6:00 p.m.
Library

Mesquite District

Sunrise Mountain Library
21109 N. 98th Avenue
Peoria, AZ. 85382

Main Phone: 623-773-8650

Wednesday, 2/09/11
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Community Room



2011 Redistricting Public Meeting Locations

South Meeting

Peoria City Hall

Pine Conference Room
8401 W. Monroe Street
Peoria, AZ 85345
623-773-7340

Wednesday, 05/11/11
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

North Meeting

Christ’s Church of the Valley
Attn: Emily Grant

7007 W Happy Valley Road
Peoria, AZ 85383
623-376-2444 x2952

Wednesday, 05/11/11
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Middle Meeting
Peoria Lighthouse

Attn: Fred Sanchez
14185 N. 83rd Ave.
Peoria, AZ 85381
623-979-4392

Thursday, 05/12/11
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

South Meeting
Community Center

8335 W. Jefferson Street
Peoria, AZ 85345
Tuesday, 06/14/11

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Middle Meeting

Rio Vista Recreation Center
Lakeview Conference Room
8866 W. Thunderbird Road
Peoria, AZ

Tuesday, 06/14/11
3:00 —4:30 p.m.

North Meeting

Sunrise Mountain Library
Community Room

21109 N. 98th Avenue
Peoria, Az. 85382

Wednesday, 06/15/11
6:00 - 7:30 p.m.
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                    CITY OF PEORIA, CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING, 

                                                

                                                

               was taken on September 6, 2011, at 7:21 p.m. at the 



               Peoria City Hall, 8401 West Monroe Street, Peoria, 



               Arizona, before CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter    



               No. 50763, for the State of Arizona. 



                

                                       * * * * 

                                                

                                                

               CITY OF PEORIA REPRESENTATVES 

                

                    Robert Barrett, Mayor 

                    Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor, Mesquite District 

                    Tony Rivero, Acacia District 

                    Ron Aames, Palo Verde District 

                    Joan Evans, Willow District 

                    Dave Pearson, Ironwood District 

                    Carlo Leone, Pine District 

                    Steve Kemp, City Attorney 

                    Carl Swenson, City Manager 

                    Wanda Nelson, City Clerk 
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           1           (Commencement of requested proceedings.)  



           2                           * * * * * 



           3            MR. BARRETT:  Next up is 12R, Code Amendment, 



           4  Chapter 8, City Council Districts.  



           5            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, for this one, I'm going to 



           6  come down here and also put the map up on the screen. 



           7            Mayor, Council, this is the ordinance amending 



           8  Chapter 8 to adopt the metes and bounds legal 



           9  descriptions for the new City Council Districts, since 



          10  this is essentially the final step that we are asking 



          11  you to take before submission of the City's 



          12  redistricting plan to the US Department of Justice, 



          13  Civil Rights Division.   



          14            Here is a larger map, and there's a map in 



          15  front of you on your screen as well.  And you'll note 



          16  in your packet, the metes and bounds legal 



          17  descriptions, which we have worked with the           



          18  IT department and have verified their accuracy.   



          19            There are a few small changes from the concept 



          20  plan that you adopted in July 5th.  And the reason for 



          21  that is, is that the concept plan uses census 



          22  boundaries, and sometimes the census boundaries 



          23  actually split pieces of property, which we aren't able 



          24  to do for purposes of the actual metes and bounds 



          25  descriptions.   
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           1            And I would just very quickly outline each of 



           2  those.  As you know in your council communication, 



           3  there are five. 



           4            The first change is to the Palo Verde and 



           5  Willow District, which is right here (indicating).  



           6  Instead of using the center line up here of       



           7  Bremen Drive, we're using the extension of the north 



           8  right-of-way line.  And this is to avoid splitting a 



           9  house in half. 



          10            And the second change is, we have moved the 



          11  west boundary of Willow.  If you look at the concept 



          12  plan, the west boundary of Willow actually followed the 



          13  middle of New River.  The difficulty with that is it 



          14  split a number of properties owned by the flood control 



          15  district.  And so we have actually moved the west 



          16  boundary to the west right-of-way line of          



          17  State Route 101.   



          18            We have also moved the boundary for Willow 



          19  using the south right-of-way line.  Most of the   



          20  right-of-way of Bell Road, east of existing         



          21  83rd Avenue, is actually in the city of Glendale.    



          22  The south right-of-way line is the Peoria city limit 



          23  line, and then we continued that west of existing   



          24  83rd Avenue.   



          25            You'll see a small jog.  That small jog north 
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           1  of Bell Road at the interchange is actually in the city 



           2  of Peoria, so we need to incorporate that within the 



           3  city.  But we're using the south right-of-way line to 



           4  ensure better continuity. 



           5            Next, in Ironwood, we're actually using the 



           6  actual configuration of Lake Pleasant Road and      



           7  Lake Pleasant Parkway versus then the concept plan -- 



           8            MR. BARRETT:  Can you lower it?  Because we 



           9  don't see -- 



          10            MR. KEMP:  I'm sorry.  Let me move that. 



          11            MR. BARRETT:  That's all right.  Thank you.  



          12  You're good. 



          13            MR. KEMP:  Right here is, where my cursor is, 



          14  the concept plan actually had that going through a 



          15  piece of property, and we're now following the roadways 



          16  so that we're not splitting the piece of property.   



          17            And then finally, the boundary here for Willow, 



          18  again -- actually between Willow and Mesquite, actually 



          19  splits some properties.  We've adjusted the boundaries 



          20  slightly south so that we are actually following 



          21  property boundaries and all of the properties in a 



          22  single council district. 



          23            None of these changes changed the population.  



          24  None of these changes changed any of the ethnic content 



          25  of any district.  They're simply indicating and having 
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           1  the boundaries follow actual property lines. 



           2            And then finally, you'll see that there's a 



           3  number of county islands, which are shaded the same 



           4  color as the district they're surrounded by.  And this 



           5  would also certainly indicate that in the event those 



           6  islands are ever annexed, that will be the district 



           7  that they'll be assigned to.   



           8            And that has been traditionally how we have 



           9  done that.  We have assigned them to the districts 



          10  which they are surrounded by.   



          11            And with that, I'd be pleased to answer any 



          12  questions.  And the staff recommendation would be that 



          13  you approve the proposed ordinance. 



          14            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 



          15            Mr. Aames? 



          16            MR. AAMES:  Can you with your -- indicate the 



          17  No. 2, west boundary of Willow from the middle of    



          18  New River to the west right of --  



          19            MR. KEMP:  It's this area right in here 



          20  (indicating).  



          21            MR. AAMES:  So that's quite a bit of area then? 



          22            MR. KEMP:  It's actually -- it looks larger 



          23  than it is.  If you're actually and physically out 



          24  there, between the 101 and New River, there's a trail.  



          25  And the property is all owned by the Maricopa County 
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           1  Flood Control District.  It's really left over 



           2  properties from when the 101 was constructed.   



           3            There are no houses, no residents.  It's just 



           4  the census boundaries literally went right through the 



           5  middle of different flood control district parcels.  



           6            So in order to avoid that, we determined that 



           7  we could move the boundary over to the west boundary of 



           8  101 without impacting any population and avoiding these 



           9  flood control district properties.   



          10            So it's basically this area right in here 



          11  (indicating).  And there is no population, nor would it 



          12  be expected that there would be any in the future 



          13  because of the close proximity between the New River 



          14  and the State Route 101. 



          15            MR. AAMES:  Are there businesses there? 



          16            MR. KEMP:  Yeah, no businesses. 



          17            MR. AAMES:  No structures at all, really? 



          18            MR. KEMP:  Literally, it's -- basically, 



          19  there's a trail, and these are all leftover properties.  



          20  When the 101 was built, ADOT had some leftover 



          21  properties.  These were ultimately conveyed to flood 



          22  control, and they are now just basically flood control 



          23  properties that they have retained. 



          24            MR. AAMES:  Okay.  Thank you. 



          25            MR. BARRETT:  Other questions? 
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           1            I know it's always a crapshoot with the federal 



           2  government fiscals and the Justice Department.  Can you 



           3  give us a possible timeline or how the process will 



           4  proceed from tonight? 



           5            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I'd be pleased to. 



           6            Based on your actions tonight, assuming that 



           7  you approve this ordinance, this is literally the 



           8  finally -- we have been working busily with the city 



           9  clerk's office, with IT, and a number of other city 



          10  staff, to assemble the submission, which is actually 



          11  going to be done electronically for the first time.  



          12  The Justice Department wants the submission 



          13  electronically.   



          14            Our goal is to have that submission to the 



          15  Justice Department before the end of this month.   



          16  Under federal law, they have 60 days to act on the 



          17  submission.  But that's not really a firm 60 days 



          18  because at any time, if they request information,    



          19  the 60-day clock stops.   



          20            Also there's no penalty if they don't act 



          21  within 60 days, other than the fact that you can sue 



          22  them, in which case, the clock stops.   



          23            So it's kind of a 60 days at the end of a --  



          24  as I mentioned, there's actually no consequence.  And 



          25  at any time should they raise an issue, the clock 
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           1  stops.  Once you satisfy the issue, the clock starts.  



           2  The next time they raise an issue, the clock stops.  



           3            The goal that we have is, is to have the 



           4  redistricting done, with Justice Department approval, 



           5  by December 31, 2011.  Because we want to make sure 



           6  that the clerk has -- early 2012, the clerk begins to 



           7  receive requests for nominations.   



           8            So the goal would be to have it done by 



           9  December 31, 2011.  The clerk and I, along with our 



          10  consultants, National Demographics, have been busily 



          11  working to accomplish it in that time frame, and we 



          12  expect that we will. 



          13            MR. BARRETT:  And you'll update us 



          14  periodically? 



          15            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, when we submit,    



          16  we will update you.  We will also update you on an 



          17  ongoing basis.  Should we receive requests for more 



          18  information from Justice, we will certainly be updating 



          19  you and keeping you advised as to how we progress with 



          20  that. 



          21            MR. BARRETT:  If these boundaries are approved 



          22  by the Justice Department, do they go into effect 



          23  immediately? 



          24            MR. KEMP:  Yes.  This ordinance is going to be 



          25  a little bit unusual because normally your ordinances 
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           1  go into effect 30 days after adoption.   



           2            This one technically does, but we can't conduct 



           3  any elections under it until Justice Department 



           4  approves.  So even though it's technically in effect, 



           5  we would still use the old boundaries until the Justice 



           6  Department approves. 



           7            Once we receive a letter interposing no 



           8  objections, then we would conduct elections in 



           9  accordance with the new boundaries. 



          10            MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  And the last question is 



          11  an obvious one.  Now will signature requirements 



          12  change? 



          13            MR. KEMP:  The signature requirements are based 



          14  on the votes cast for mayor or for the council position 



          15  in the last election, depending on the nature of what 



          16  kind of requirement it is, as to whether it's a recall, 



          17  an issue of referendum or nomination.   



          18            And those requirements do not change.  The 



          19  change in boundaries do not change the requirements. 



          20            MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you. 



          21            Other questions or comments? 



          22            Ms. Evans? 



          23            MS. EVANS:  Well, first of all, obviously, 



          24  there are four members of the Council -- Mr. Leone,  



          25  Mr. Aames, Mr. Rivero, and Mr. Pearson -- who really 
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           1  want me to be reelected.  Because why else would they 



           2  have ordered three new maps so that no councilmember 



           3  would be drawn out of their district?   



           4            So thank you very much for planning to support 



           5  me in my next election.  It means a lot to me. 



           6            Next of all, and unfortunately, this sets a 



           7  course that is different criteria than all past 



           8  redistricting efforts have done.   



           9            That being said, the citizens have spoken 



          10  loudly and clearly.  They have packed this room.    



          11  They have packed other meeting places.  Their concerns 



          12  are threefold, that the districts are not compact.  



          13  There has been classic gerrymandering and that the 



          14  process has been sullied. 



          15            The voices of Peoria residents have been 



          16  ignored by this council.  If this plan is passed 



          17  tonight, there are citizens who do desire to file a 



          18  complaint with the Justice Department.   



          19            Councilmembers, it is not too late to listen to 



          20  the people.   



          21            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you  



          22            Other questions or comments? 



          23            Mr. Aames? 



          24            MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  A lot bit of a point of 



          25  order.  Aren't we just deciding on the legal boundaries 
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           1  tonight, not on the concept? 



           2            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, yes, the ordinance 



           3  before you, we have taken the concept that you approved 



           4  on July 5th and drafted a metes and bounds legal 



           5  description.  Obviously, should you not approve this, 



           6  then I would expect we would have to come back to you 



           7  and find what you want us to do.   



           8            But tonight, yes, Councilmember Aames, you are 



           9  correct.  We're just -- we are asking you to adopt this 



          10  ordinance, which is the metes and bounds legal 



          11  descriptions for the City Council Districts. 



          12            MR. BARRETT:  Please, ma'am.   



          13            MS. CARLAT:  Thank you. 



          14            It's very difficult to know where to start with 



          15  this whole system, this whole situation. 



          16            We started with six maps.  The staff was 



          17  directed to -- you know, to do the logical thing.    



          18  Get six -- get a consultant, get six maps, and to not 



          19  take into consideration -- as contractually agreed 



          20  upon, not take into consideration councils' current 



          21  addresses, current City Council addresses.   



          22            When City Council, the majority of them, the 



          23  ones that have been previously mentioned, did not like 



          24  that, they asked for three more maps to be drawn that 



          25  included their addresses.  Everyone's addresses.  So 
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           1  then we came up with three new maps that had to do with 



           2  City Councilmembers' -- current City Councilmembers' 



           3  home addresses.   



           4            I think that that was an atrocity.  The many, 



           5  many citizens who came to the City Council meeting and 



           6  spoke also thought that it was an atrocity.  And, 



           7  again, as you had stated, they were ignored. 



           8            I felt that the last three maps that were 



           9  created, based on City Councilmember members' 



          10  addresses, should never have been created.  For that 



          11  reason, I am going to vote no on this redistricting 



          12  because I think that this map is completely invalid. 



          13            Thank you. 



          14            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 



          15            Mr. Aames? 



          16            MR. AAMES:  Yes.  Councilwoman Carlat, you're 



          17  certainly entitled to your opinion, but a lot of 



          18  citizens wanted additional maps.  We looked at 



          19  additional maps.   



          20            All these maps meet the criteria.  Isn't that 



          21  correct? 



          22            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, we will certainly -- 



          23  we certainly believe that we will be able to submit 



          24  this map and justify this map to the Department of 



          25  Justice as meeting all the criteria under federal law, 
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           1  under our city charter and code. 



           2            And we certainly, assuming that you approve it, 



           3  will -- that's our intent is to submit it and to argue 



           4  that it meets all legal criteria. 



           5            MR. AAMES:  Thank you.   



           6            I move that we vote on this. 



           7            MR. BARRETT:  Just a moment.   



           8            Mr. Leone? 



           9            MR. LEONE:  Yes.  Thank you, Mayor. 



          10            You know, we're beating a dead horse here.   



          11  You know, I went to a convention last week and somebody 



          12  else was having a redistricting.   



          13            And I told them, "Don't make the same mistake 



          14  Peoria made."  We went to the public before we had all 



          15  the maps.  Now, we were told if we didn't like the 



          16  maps, if the residents didn't like the maps, we can go 



          17  out and get more maps.  And that's just what we did.  



          18            We had a lot of residents who didn't like the 



          19  map.  We came back with three more maps, and we had 



          20  residents and -- like Joan said, the fact we didn't 



          21  look to the people.   



          22            Maybe we didn't listen to people, some people.  



          23  We listened to the people who wanted Map 8.  There are 



          24  residents that wanted Map 5.  There are residents that 



          25  wanted Map 2.  So we listened to the people who wanted 
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           1  Map 8. 



           2            Now, I don't know if there was 10,000 people 



           3  who voted for Map 8, and 10,000 who voted for Map 1, 



           4  and 2,000 voted for Map 2.  I don't know.  All I know 



           5  is, we took the best map we could.   



           6            And like Joan Evans says, we want her to stay 



           7  in the district.  We want her to run.  It's just like 



           8  anything else, if she don't like -- she didn't want to 



           9  go up north, and that's her problem.   



          10            I'm going up north.  Dave's going up north.  



          11  Everybody's going up north.  And that's the way 



          12  politics is.  Look at the House of Representatives, 



          13  they're going way -- they're going way crazy.  



          14            So what I'm trying to say is, I thought that we 



          15  did a good job.  We picked a map that we felt that was 



          16  best for all of us.  We picked a map that a lot of our 



          17  constituents wanted.  So I don't know where the problem 



          18  is.  Like I say, somebody wants to run for the Willow 



          19  District, and that's the map that person wants. 



          20            Thank you, Mayor. 



          21            MR. BARRETT:  Other comments or questions? 



          22            Mr. Pearson? 



          23            MR. PEARSON:  Despite the political passion and 



          24  rhetoric, we are here just to approve legal 



          25  definitions.  Is that not correct? 
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           1            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, the ordinance before 



           2  you is to approve the metes and bounds legal 



           3  descriptions for these districts. 



           4            MR. PEARSON:  And do you believe that they are 



           5  accurate? 



           6            MR. KEMP:  We have verified literally --      



           7  we have spent a tremendous amount of time going through 



           8  these metes and bounds.  Literally, every Council 



           9  District, the IT department, and myself.  And one of my 



          10  prior jobs, doing legal descriptions for title 



          11  companies is something I have quite a bit of 



          12  familiarity with.  And so we spent a lot of time going 



          13  through this.   



          14            And, yes, every description accurately 



          15  describes each district, as you see them presented on 



          16  that map, from Acadia to Pine to Palo Verde to Ironwood 



          17  to -- and, ultimately, to Mesquite.   



          18            And, in fact, one thing, the other correction 



          19  that we did make is, the census actually missed a 



          20  couple of parcels that we had appendixed, and we made 



          21  sure that those are included as well.   



          22            So every Peoria piece of property and every 



          23  Peoria resident will have a councilmember by virtue of 



          24  these descriptions. 



          25            MR. PEARSON:  Excellent.  And I'm also happy 
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           1  that you didn't cut a house in half.  



           2            MR. KEMP:  Yes.  We certainly would not want to 



           3  be doing those types of things. 



           4            MR. PEARSON:  Thank you. 



           5            MR. BARRETT:  Other questions or comments? 



           6            Mr. Leone? 



           7            MR. LEONE:  Yes, another comment.  You know,   



           8  I don't -- I really don't understand what the problem 



           9  is.  We are elected to represent the people in our 



          10  district.  No matter where that district goes, we were 



          11  elected to represent them.  And that's all I'm saying, 



          12  that we should represent them, and we shouldn't be 



          13  worried about how far up we're going or how far down 



          14  we're going.   



          15            We are personally elected, and we should keep 



          16  our district and also run in that district and try and 



          17  get reelected.   



          18            Thank you. 



          19            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 



          20            Before I call for the vote, I have a comment.  



          21  My comment is pretty simple.   



          22            This is one of the few times -- well, in fact, 



          23  this is the only time since I've been on Council since 



          24  2001, I'm ashamed of the Council.  This is a       



          25  self-serving effort on their part, which cost the   
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           1  city -- 



           2            MR. AAMES:  Point of order. 



           3            MR. BARRETT:  -- more than $3,500 extra.   



           4            So, no, I think this is a horrible thing, and I 



           5  think it's an abomination. 



           6            With that, can I have a motion? 



           7            MR. AAMES:  I move that we accept these 



           8  boundaries. 



           9            MR. RIVERO:  Second. 



          10            MR. BARRETT:  Moved by Mr. Aames.  Seconded by 



          11  Mr. Rivero. 



          12            Please vote.  The clerk will record the vote. 



          13            It passes 4 to 3 with Carlat, Evans, and 



          14  Barrett dissenting. 



          15       (Requested proceedings concluded at 7:41 p.m.) 



          16                         * * * * * 
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               STATE OF ARIZONA    ) 

                                   )  ss. 

               COUNTY OF MARICOPA  ) 



                



                              BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceeding 



               was taken before me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter 



               No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; that the 



               proceeding thereto were taken down by the Voice Writing 



               method and thereafter translated into text via speech 



               recognition under my direction; that the foregoing 



               pages are a true and correct transcript of all 



               proceedings, all done to the best of my skill and 



               ability. 



                              I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way 



               related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any 



               way interested in the outcome hereof. 



                              DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this _______ day 



               of _________________, 20___. 

                

                

                                             __________________________ 

                                             Cindy Bachman, CR 

                                             Certified Reporter No. 50763 
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